
The Holy Spirit & Boldness: Introduction

When the Holy Spirit filled the Believers on the day of Pentecost, one of
the divine abilities bestowed was boldness. It transformed these men
and women from hiding in fear to becoming bold proclaimers (Acts 2).

When their proclamation attracted persecution, the disciples prayed for
‘complete boldness’. 1 Their prayer was immediately granted, and they
were emboldened by the Holy Spirit to confidently spread the word
(Acts 4:31).

Boldness, as understood in the Biblical context, transcends mere
personality traits. It involves acting with the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit and a profound conviction, even when confronted with danger.
True boldness manifests as the courage to act or speak fearlessly,
regardless of actual or perceived threats. Interestingly, even a timid
introvert, when infused with the Holy Spirit, can exhibit boldness in
situations where an outspoken individual might falter.

It's important to distinguish boldness from recklessness or aggression.
However, boldness shares similarities with assertiveness by enabling
folks to address situations effectively, despite the possibility of
unfavourable outcomes.

“Have you received the boldness of the Spirit since you believed?"2
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1 Acts 4:29 ‘complete boldness’ (BSB) ‘all boldness’ (KJV)
2 A paraphrase of St. Paul’s enquiry to the disciples in Corinth (Acts 19:1-2)



Sent By the Holy Spirit, Full with the Holy Spirit
Acts 13:4-12, BSB

4 So Barnabas and Saul, sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went down to
Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at
Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues.
And John was with them as their helper. 6 They traveled through the
whole island as far as Paphos, where they found a Jewish sorcerer and
false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7 an attendant of the proconsul,
Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, a man of intelligence, summoned
Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. 8 But
Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them
and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who was
also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked directly at Elymas 10

and said, “O child of the devil and enemy of all righteousness, you are
full of all kinds of deceit and trickery! Will you never stop perverting the
straight ways of the Lord? 11 Now look, the hand of the Lord is against
you, and for a time you will be blind and unable to see the light of the
sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped
about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 When the
proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was astonished
at the teaching about the Lord.

Luke makes a point to note that:
i. They were ‘sent forth by the Holy Spirit’ (verse 4)
ii. Paul was ‘filled with  the Holy Spirit’.
Is it important? Why?

a. How does feel or look to be filled with the Holy Spirit?
b. Have you experienced being ‘full of the Holy Spirit?

Make this a subject of your conversation with God.
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